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It really is God’s intent to save the world. It’s not 
my intent, nor is it something I dreamed up. It’s 
certainly not within my ability or competence, or 
our ability or competence. It is, however, God’s 
intent and it is within God’s competence, though 
it helps if we trust him. Our trusting him was, in 
fact, always part of the plan. 

 
One of the most familiar passages in Scripture 
reads, “For God so loved the world that he gave 
his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life.” That’s 
John 3:16; the next verse reads, “For God did not 
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but to save the world through him,” that is, to 
save the kosmos (the cosmos), the ordered uni-
verse, the earth, humanity. The word translated 
“world” can mean any of these things; from my 
reading of Scripture, I believe it means all these 
things. Jesus then came into the world not to con-
demn the world —as many have supposed and 
still suppose—but to save the world. 
 
Nor is it just this one text. In the writings of John, 
Jesus is described over and over as “the light of 
the world” (8:12; 9:5; 12:46), as the one who 
“gives life to the world” (6:33, 51), as “the Savior 

of the world” (John 4:42; 1 John 4:14), as “the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world” (John 1:29), and as “the atoning sacrifice 
for our sins, and not only for ours, but also for the 
sins of the whole world” (1 John 2:2). With this 
we are reminded of what the Hebrew prophets 
knew. One day swords will be beat into plow-
shares, and nations will not train for war anymore 
(Isaiah 2:1-4; Micah 4:1-3). One day the earth 
will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea (Isaiah 11:9). One day the 
kingdom of God will fill the earth (Daniel 2:35, 
44). One day, when the anointed one comes, his 
rule will be from sea to sea and from the River to 
the ends of the earth (Zechariah 9:10). 
 
I was not raised to think this way. I was raised to 
see faith only within the walls of the little white 
church building we went to—my family and their 
friends. Only we were Christian. We had after all 
Matthew 7:13-14 to confirm us in our smallness. 
You’ll remember this text? About only a few 
finding the narrow gate? Later, much later, I 
would come to see that this text had a very specif-
ic context. Coming as it does near the end of Je-
sus’ Sermon on the Mount, it’s Jesus’ acknowl-
edgement that few of his listeners will grasp what 
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Here and There: … Join Brandon for the 10:00 
AM Sunday Morning Adult Class. These classes are 
excellent textual and contextual introductions for the 
morning’s sermon each day. And Brandon’s notes are 
usually available on a table downstairs in Community 
Room 1. If, for instance, you can’t make the ten 
o’clock class, you could still run down and pick up 
those notes right before worship service. … Our 
Wednesday evening study, “Reading the Bible with 
the Tradition: An Invitation to Christian Spiritual-
ity,” drawn from an anthology of many of the best 
spiritual writings from across the centuries. That’s 
Wednesday evenings at seven o’clock in the library. 
This Wednesday evening, Marggie Laurie is leading a 
study of Francis and Clare, of Assisi fame. … Our 
next Readings in Current Affairs evening is this 
Thursday evening, January 23rd. Some really thought-
ful, brilliant, reflective people, some from our church 
family, some from the community, gather to discuss 
current issues related to peace, prosperity, and spiritual 
flourishing. It’s a reading group although participants 
range from very close readers to those more casual to 
those just interested. Our next gathering focuses on the 
theme of BIG TECH. The recommended reading is 
Scott Galloway’s The Four: The Hidden DNA of Am-
azon, Apple, Facebook, and Google. We meet in the 
church library. We start promptly at 7:00 and finish 
promptly at 8:30. … Celebrate Valerie Bolling’s, 
“Let’s Dance!” Book Launch on Saturday, March 
7th, 11:00—12:00 PM at the Harry Bennet Library on 
Vine Road in Stamford. … Here’s a great idea: Re-
cycling Used Sports Equipment. Everything from 
baseball mitts and football shoulder pads to soccer 
balls and cleats and hockey sticks and skates, and eve-
rything in between. Your kids have outgrown them, 
and other kids need them! Bring them to the bin in the 
church lobby. Garrett Cheng is organizing this. Also if 
you know of those needing sports equipment, please 
let him know. 



he’s saying about the ways of love and forgiveness. 
Most will take the road that leads to destruction. A 
generation later in the Jewish Revolt they did, and 
most of them were destroyed. But when I was 
young we didn’t see these things, these connections. 
And only we were Christian. Only we and people 
exactly like us in faith and practice had faith. And I 
mean exactly like us. Of course the God presumed 
by all this was a frightening God, a God habitually 
angry, quick to judge, tyrannical, vengeful and ca-
pricious, able to consign almost everyone to Hell. 
This was a God who acted in ways we train our 
children not to. He was not a God easily trusted. 
 
Meanwhile, it was as if the entire earth from New 
York City to the Himalayas and its billions of in-
habitants were only a backdrop, a colorful but in-
consequential stage set, for us—we few true and 
faithful people. Yet a lot of people, Christian and 
not Christian, picture the world exactly this way, as 
if Jesus came to condemn the world, as if he came 
not to save the world but to condemn it. Over the 
years I sensed there was something wrong with this 
picture.  To begin with, it goes against the teachings 
of Scripture. It misses what salvation even means.  
What did “saved” mean in Jesus’ day?  Answering 
this begins at least with looking at what “salvation” 
meant in Hebrew scriptures. And in Hebrew scrip-
ture it’s the word yeshu’a, from which comes the 
name Jesus, and it had an original meaning of “to 
be roomy or broad” as opposed to be hemmed in, 
imprisoned, or restricted. Isn’t that a marvelous 
picture of salvation? It came to mean “to free, come 
to the help of, give aid to, deliver or rescue.” The 
prototypical salvation event in Hebrew scripture is 
the Exodus when God saved Israel from Egypt. So 
it’s to be saved from danger, from harm, from dis-
ease, from evil intent or violence. It’s very much a 
hands-on, this-world, here-and-now, real-life under-
standing of salvation. It’s what your marriage may 
need now, what your body may need now, what 
churches worldwide may need now, what Muslim-
Christian relations do need now. That’s why in the 
Gospels the concepts saved and healed are used 

interchangeably. The Greek word sozo means either 
to save or to heal. So in the miracle accounts, Jesus 
will say, “Your faith has saved you” or “Your faith 
has healed you.” It’s exactly the same thing.  
 
This is all very “on earth as it is in heaven” salva-
tion! Remember the Lord’s Prayer! In Matthew 6, 
verse 10, Jesus suggests this prayer to his followers, 
“Your kingdom come; your will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven.” There is salvation on earth as it is 
in heaven. And the difference made is to be on earth 
as it is in heaven. It’s not just fire insurance, some 
notion that some small group of people will some-
how escape Hell.   
 
For this reason Jesus can say of the tax collector 
Zacchaeus, “Today salvation has come to this 
house” (Luke 19:10), because the stingiest man in 
Jericho has just pledged to give half his possessions 
to the poor and to pay back anyone he has cheated 
of anything four times the amount, going way be-
yond even the law’s requirement for restitution                        
(which was the amount taken illegitimately plus 
20%). Now salvation had come to his house, to his 
family and servants, to the poor who became his 
beneficiaries, to all who may have been defrauded. 
Salvation, you see, has all these dimensions: per-
sonal, domestic, social, economic. It’s hands-on. 
It’s here-and-now. It happens on street-level. Salva-
tion is holistic; it affects all of life and it creates a 
future we can trust. It’s God’s new order on earth as 
it is in heaven. 

—Dale Pauls 
Stay tuned next week. 

Calendar of Events 

Thurs., Jan. 23 Our Readings in Current Affairs program takes up the issue of “Big Tech.” The rec-
ommended reading is Scott Galloway’s The Four: The Hidden DNA of Amazon, Apple, 
Facebook, and Google. 7:00-8:30 PM. In the library. 

 Also here that evening a Midwinter Bible Study, Brandon on “Apocalyptic Literature.” 
Sponsored and scheduled by the Stamford Interfaith Council. 7:00 PM. 

Fri., Jan. 24 Meal at the Pacific Street Shelter. 5:00 PM meeting in the kitchen. Prepar ing the 
meal takes place Thursday morning at 10:00 also in the kitchen. See Debbie for more 
information. 

Sun., Feb. 2 Buddy/Mentor Sunday. 

Sun., Feb. 9 Mid-Winter Potluck. Community Room I after  morning services. 

Sat., Feb. 15 Hockey Game: St. Lawrence vs. Quinnipiac. Cost: $20.00. SIGN UP on the bulletin 
board in the lobby. Craig Stack is organizing this. We meet at the game at 7:00 PM. 

Sat., Mar. 14 Box Car Movie Night. Details to follow. 

Sun., Mar. 22 Morning of Hope and Renewal. SAVE THE DATE. 

Sat., Mar. 28 Panel Discussion on Book, “So You Wanna Talk About Race?” 6:00-8:00 PM. 

Wed., Apr. 1 Stamford Church Blood Drive. 9:00-5:00 PM 

Prayer Updates: ... Anna Andrews, recover ing nicely from knee surgery … Al Lomoriello, in his 
ongoing struggle with kidney stones and back problems … Norma Collins, convalescing at home … 
Frank Bova, still dealing with chronic and substantial pain ... Earnest Gunn, Wendell’s brother, in hos-
pice care in Memphis … Cheryl Price, Jane Richardson’s sister, with advanced heart disease complicated 
by diabetes, suffering episodes of a-fib; in Urbana, IL … Marie Alphonse, Dee, Soeurette and Er ica 
Rose’s mother, home, under hospice care ... Gerry Fraioli, still in an ongoing difficult struggle with MDS 
(myelodysplastic syndrome), a rare cancerous disorder in which bone marrow fails to make enough healthy 
red blood cells, white blood cells and platelets … Paula Burgess, Shane Bigby’s mother, having some 
health issues possibly related to her kidneys … Tom Konobeev, Aaron Andrews’ friend, having suffered 
kidney failure and on dialysis, making progress in his weight loss in order to have kidney transplant surgery; 
and his wife, Tabitha, struggling with depression ... Joe Mattiello, Aaron and Anna’s friend, struggling with 
Alzheimer’s; also his wife, Gail, struggling with MS and diverticulitis. 
 
Our Sympathies go to the family of Bob Littleton who died Tuesday, January 14th after many, many 
years valiantly struggling with cancer. Bob is a former member here and brother-in-law of David Cheng. 
Services were Friday afternoon at Greenwood Cemetery in Brooklyn. 
 
As for Sunday Morning Prayer Requests, please e-mail those on to Dale at DalePauls@att.net if you wish 
them included in the newsletter.   

Sunday Mornings Coming Up! 11:00 am 
 
Jan. 26  “Giving Up Divinity” - Galatians 3:25-29; Philippians 2:5-11 


